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DIGEST

A contracting officer's determination concerning price
reasonableness is a matter of administrative discretion
which will not be questioned unless there is a showing that
the determination itself is unreasonable or that it is based
on bad faith or fraud. The cancellation of another,
unrelated procurement for a different item because prices
received were considered to be unreasonable is not evidence
that the contracting officer's judgment was unreasonable
under the current solicitation.

DECISION

Porter-Cable Corporation protests the award of a contract to
Black & Decker Corporation for a gqguantity of electric impact
wrenches by the General Services Administration under
request for proposals (RFP) No. FCEP-BM-F7502-N(7502-N).
.The grounds of protest are that award was made to Black &
Decker at an unreasonably high price. We dismiss the
protest under our Bid Protest Regulations, 4 C.F.R.

§ 21.3(f) (1986), because Porter fails to state a valid
basis for protest.

Award was made to Black & Decker, after negotiations were
conducted and best and final offers were submitted, on the
basis of its low price. Thereafter, Porter filed a protest
with the agency alleging that award was made to Black &
Decker at an unreasonably high price. 1In support of its
protest, Porter directed the agency's attention to an
invitation for bids (IFB) for another item which the agency
canceled on grounds that the offered prices were
unreasonably high. The agency denied Porter's protest and
Porter's protest to us followed.

The protester principally grounds its argument that Black &
Decker's offered price was unreasonably high upon the fact
that the percentage increase for the price of the wrenches
over the previous buy was greater than the price increase
represented by the low bid submitted in response to the IFB.
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A determination concerning price reasonableness is a matter
of administrative discretion involving the exercise of
business judgment, which our Office will not question unless
that determination is unreasonable or there is a showing of
bad faith or fraud. Crown Laundry & Dry Cleaners, Inc.,
B-224374.2, Jan. 20, 1987, 87-1 CPD ¢ 71. In this connec-
tion, a determination concerning price reasonableness may be.
based upon a comparison with such factors as government
estimates, past procurement history, current market condi-
tions or any other relevant factors, including any which
have been revealed by the competition received. 1Id. Here
the contracting officer determined that Black & Decker's
price was reasonable after conducting discussions with
competitive range offerors. We cannot say that such a
determination is an abuse of discretion merely because of
the actions taken on another solicitation for an unrelated
item. Therefore, we find that the protester has not shown
any basis upon which we could object to the award.

The protest is dismissed.
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